
Judging Standards 
in Religious 
Education

A Holistic Approach to Progressing 

Student Learning



• What are Judging Standards?
• Where do you find the Judging 

Standards in RE?
• How were the Judging Standards in 

Religious Education developed?
• How can the Judging Standards be used 

to support and progress student 
learning in RE?



First, let’s talk …

Religious Education



Religious Education 
Curriculum

Educational Dimension

Content

Pedagogy

Assessment 
and Reporting 

The RE curriculum consists of:

the essential content students should know
how to effectively engage students with the essential content 
tools that effectively measure and report student learning







Assessment Principle 4

Assessments should be 
designed to meet their 
specific purposes

Assessment Principle 5

Assessment should lead to 
informative reporting

Assessment Principle 6

Assessment should lead to 
school-wide evaluation 
processes

SCSA Assessment Principles





Pit Stop 

• How student focused are you really?

• Are your teaching and assessment practices aligned?

• Are you measuring student learning as objectively as possible?

• Do you follow the SCSA Teaching, Learning and Assessment 
Principles?

• Do you use NAPLAN and BRLA data to inform your judgements 
about student achievement?

• Do you use evidence from multiple sources to make judgements 
about:

• student learning

• the assessments you create

• and to inform future planning

• Do you ensure that the assessments you develop enable all 
students to demonstrate their knowledge, understandings and 
skills in relation to the year-level achievement standard?

• What type of processes are at your school that support all teachers 
to make valid and reliable judgements about student 
achievement? 

• Do you provide feedback to students about their learning? 















Identify the Development Process

Does the achievement standard (at the top of the Judging Standard document) 

align with the content for the relevant year level that you teach? – if no, why not

Do the assessment pointers exemplify what students may demonstrate against the 

five-point scale? – if no, why not?





At Standard, students explore the similarities and differences created by God in people, their families and their friends. 

Students identify from Bible stories that Jesus belonged to a community and related closely with his family and friends within 

that community. 

They retell Bible stories about Jesus and how he used words and actions to teach people how to relate in loving and forgiving 

ways with God and one another.

Students represent information about the Church as a religious community, guided by the Holy Spirit to follow the life and 

teachings of Jesus. 

They provide examples of how the Church community develops a relationship with God through prayer, the celebration of 

Mass and other liturgies such as Christmas and Easter.







PRE-PRIMARY RELIGIOUS EDUCATION ASSESSMENT POINTERS

Children would be using 

topic specific terms when 

engaging in the learning 

center with limited 

prompting. As they play, 

they would role model and 

verbalise the thinking in 

their play i.e ‘the priest is 

pouring water on the 

baby's head saying, “I 

baptize you in the name of 

the Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit.”

Children would seek 

further clarification asking 

targeted questions.

Children will be able to ask 

and respond to questions 

about specific elements of 

Baptism. They will ask 

question to broaden their 

knowledge about the 

topic.

i.e The teacher may ask 

“What role do Godparents 

play at a Baptism?”

“What is special about the 

Holy water?”

Teachers will ask questions 

and children will respond 

to questions about the 

topic with basic but topic 

related responses i.e ”The 

Baptism begins at the 

entrance of the Church. 

People are welcomed into 

God’s family by their 

name.” Children may ask, 

“Why do we use water at 

Baptism.”

The children give basic 

responses to the 

questions, i.e you  pour 

water on the baby, without 

elaborating about the 

reason why  this is done.

Children engage with the 

materials and are unable 

to respond to questions 

about Baptism.



https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/321754/2016-41979-Reporting-Pre-primary-to-Year-10-2016.pdf

https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/321754/2016-41979-Reporting-Pre-primary-to-Year-10-2016.pdf


• What’s new?

• What may 
need further 
consideration?

• Download and use the new Judging Standards in RE (add your own notes)

• Use the achievement standard and the dot points within the Assessment 
Pointer section of the Judging Standards in RE to connect with the RE 
content (not included in other learning areas) – However, do not use the 
Judging Standards as checklists

• Collect lots of data/evidence about a student before making judgements 
against an expected achievement descriptor or letter grade - Student work 
from one assessment should not be graded – grades are only for reporting

• Apply inquiry-based skills in RE

• The use of ‘verbs’ in the Judging Standards may assist you to assess student 
learning in more objective and measurable ways

• Use a whole-school approach to develop common assessment tasks and 
collect student samples of work (moderate and annotate) – Look out for 
common tasks and annotated work samples in the RE Portal

• Use the Judging Standards to help progress student learning – and always 
think beyond the expected satisfactory achievement

• If the assessments, you develop and the information in the Judging 
Standards don’t align with your school-based assessment and reporting 
practices give me a call!

Summary



Q & A Session

• What ideas did you like from this session?

• What are you likely to implement?

• What is needed to implement what was discussed?

• What support or challenges may hinder the 
implementation process?

• Where to from here? 


